N OWADAYS, the hot topics on novel information technology include cloud computing, social networking, mobile Internet, and big data. The major goal of cloud computing is to share resources, which consist of infrastructure, platform, software, and business process. When those resources are provisioned as services, the value of cloud computing is realized. From a cloud offering perspective, Infrastructure As A Service (IaaS), Platform As A Service (PaaS), Software As A Service (SaaS), and Business Process As A Service (BPaaS) are typical service delivery types in cloud computing. "Servicelization" is the way of defi ning interfaces for resource sharing. Servicelization is also the way of offering social networking services, big data analytics, and mobile Internet services. In short, "everything as a service" is creating a Big Services era due to the foundational architecture (i.e., Service-Oriented Architecture) of services computing.
is currently working on standards in such areas as cloud management, cloud auditing data federation, software license management, system virtualization, and partitioning and clustering. The Open Group has published its SOA Reference Architecture Standard and is currently working on a Cloud Computing Reference Architecture Standard. It is noted that open source stacks of cloud computing could potentially become default standards once they are widely used in various solutions.
I hope you have enjoyed this exciting year of innovations in cloud computing. As a natural next step, big data analytics will be widely leveraged in more and more cloud applications for exploring deep business insights. Of course, mobile Internet and social networking services will generate much bigger data in real-time and virtual communities. As we know, the fi eld of services computing covers all science and technologies of creating and leveraging the latest computing to design, create, deploy, and deliver services. Let's work together to grow our services computing community and welcome the Big Services era! Liang-Jie (LJ) Zhang Editor-in-Chief
